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INTRODUCTION 
 

Emperors’s In the Nightside Eclipse from 1994 was their first full-length studio album. It is never the less considered 
a landmark in black metal music, and defined a more symphonic and harmonic refined approach to the genre than 
what was previously known. The combination of dark mystic text material, cinematic orchestral harmonies and 
Ihsahn’s extremely theatrical vocal flexibility, makes it grandiose and almost operatic in character. This transcription 
is based on Emperor’s original studio recording.  
 
In general, black metal is music for the live stage, and fully compatible with transcription to sheets. It is our hope that 
this study score shall provide valuable insight into the many qualities, technical as aesthetical, of this music genre. 
Eventually, the score allows for other groups and musicians to play and interpret the songs, and thus in their own way 
to contribute to Emperor’s legacy. 
 
 

France, October 20, 2015 
 

 
 

 
NOTES 

 
1) Purely instrumental, we have excluded the introduction from the original recording from this transcription. The 
numbering of the pieces starts with “Into the Infinity of Thoughts” as the first piece. 
 
2) Black metal vocals are characterized by the use of so-called “death growl”, which is an extreme combination of 
screaming with a deep pressurized rusty vocal noise, and singing. The exact pitch can only be notated approximately, 
and the singer typically slides between the notes, or rather timbre, for each syllable/word. 
 
3) Ihsahn’s vocal lines are noted on the upper single line system, respectively with stems up and down.  

 
 

4) The drum set is notated in the following way: 
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The texts of the songs “Cosmic Keys to My Creation and Times” and “I Am the Black Wizards”, are published under 
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I. Into the Infinity of Thoughts
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